

ADOPTED 2/12/08


Introduced by Council Members Graham and Bishop: 

RESOLUTION 2008-127-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING DARYL “SPINNER” HOWLAND ON THE SUCCESS OF THE AUSTRALIA DAY CHALLENGE RUGBY MATCH AND SURROUNDING EVENTS; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Daryl “Spinner” Howland, owner of the Jacksonville Axemen, and an Australian born rugby player himself, saw an opportunity to promote rugby in Jacksonville in a big way;  and 


WHEREAS, on January 26, 2008, international rugby league teams from South Sydney Australia and Leeds of England squared off against each other in UNF’s stadium; and 

WHEREAS in excess of 12,000 Rugby fans, seasoned and new,  from 42 states and 9 countries crowded the UNF stadium to cheer on the teams; and 


WHEREAS, from the ticket sales approximately 1600 out of state visitors and 1900 out of Duval County visitors traveled to Jacksonville for Australia Day, spending the night in Jacksonville hotels and patronizing Jacksonville restaurants; and
WHEREAS, the international and multi state participants in the attendance of the Rugby Australia Day Challenge and ancillary events leading up to the match create an economic impact to the City of Jacksonville; and 

WHEREAS, the European Rugby Football League Chairman, Richard Lewis, experienced the collaborative support of the Citizens of the City of Jacksonville, participants from numerous states and countries and the support of the City of Jacksonville and specifically the  Jacksonville Economic Development Commission, and may be considering bringing additional Rugby teams to Jacksonville; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby honors and congratulates Daryl “Spinner” Howland on the outstanding success in being both the brain and the brawn in bringing these international Rugby teams to Jacksonville and putting on and carrying out such a world class event as the Australia Day Challenge on January 26, 2008.  The City extends its very best wishes to Mr. Howland and looks forward to many Rugby events in the future.


Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. The Sponsors are requesting an emergency passage of this legislation so that the presentation honoring and congratulating Mr. Howland can be done in a timely fashion. 
Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman 
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